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BREAKING TABOOS 
 
Ben Goldstein 
 
 
IMAGES 
 
1.Look at the pairs of images (1-8). Which, in each pair, is a typical 
‘coursebook’ image? Why? 
        Coursebook image 
 
Beach 
 
Image 1 …………………………………..    yes / no 
Image 2 …………………………………..      yes / no 
 
Kissing 
 
Image 3 …………………………………..    yes / no 
Image 4 …………………………………..     yes / no 
 
Hands 
 
Image 5 …………………………………..    yes / no 
Image 6 …………………………………..      yes / no 
 
Drinking 
 
Image 7 …………………………………..    yes / no 
Image 8 …………………………………..      yes / no 
 
 
 
2. Should teaching materials reflect real life images? 
         yes / no 
 
 
 
3. Should teaching materials represent images of a changing world?  
 

       yes / no 
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LANGUAGE 
 
 
4. Should teaching materials represent real life language?   yes / no 
 
 
5. Would you accept swearwords in coursebook conversations? yes / no 
 
 
If not, would you a) bleep them or b) cut them out? 
 
  
6. Should students be expected to  a) use these words or b) recognise 
them? 
 
 
7. Which of these five opinions do you agree with? 
 
 
 
A 

 
 
 
 
B 
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C 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
D 

 

 
 
 
 
E 
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