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Advanced learners, although they may easily out-perform native speakers in many areas, are also well aware of their own blind spots, and far from complacent about them. (Maley, 2009: 5)
"The ability to deploy a wide range of lexical chunks both accurately and appropriately is probably what most distinguishes advanced learners from intermediate ones." (Thornbury 2002:116)

What new language is required for students to do familiar things to a higher level of proficiency?

What new tasks are needed for students to notice this gap?

What new media can we use to help us do this (e.g. video)? 

How do we allow the real world in?


Judge an advanced learners’ performance according to these criteria:

· Clarity

· Speed

· Pausing

· Volume

· Accent

· Tone / Mood

Working at the grammar / lexis interface.


1 Focus on language which does not easily fit into one category or the other. 


2 Highlight examples from spoken discourse.


3 Focus on style and register

· Language 

Spoken Discourse

softening the message

creating rapport 

turn-taking

presenting counter arguments

paraphrasing and understatement

dealing with awkward situations

Style
formal/informal register

vague language

politically correct language

euphemism

working with connotation (e.g. positive, 

negative or neutral items)

Word creation
blending: docudrama
acronyms: BRIC
ataching letters: e-commerce
shortening: max out 

raiding words from other contexts: business “guru”
shifting part of speech: stopover…

(Edward de Chazal, IATEFL 2009)

· Tasks

1 authentic vs. simplified texts


2 written vs. spoken texts 

Mayor of Casterbridge

Authentic text

The morning sun was streaming through the crevices of the canvas when the man awoke. A warm glow pervaded the whole atmosphere of the marquee, and a single big blue fly buzzed musically round and round it. Besides the buzz of the fly there was not a sound. He looked about—at the benches—at the table supported by trestles—at his basket of tools—at the stove where the furmity had been boiled—at the empty basins—at some shed grains of wheat—at the corks which dotted the grassy floor. Among the odds and ends he discerned a little shining object, and picked it up. 

It was his wife's ring.  A confused picture of the events of the previous evening seemed to come back to him, and he thrust his hand into his breast-pocket. A rustling revealed the sailor's bank-notes thrust carelessly in.

This second verification of his dim memories was enough; he knew now they were not dreams.

Advanced Readers’ version

A big blue fly flew round and round in the morning sunlight inside the tent. When the man woke, he looked about - at the long table, his basket of tools, the stove where the furmity had boiled, the empty basins. On the grassy floor, he noticed a little shining object, and picked it up,

It was his wife’s ring. A confused picture of the events came back to him, and he pushed his hand into his breast pocket. Dry, papery whispers told him of the sailor’s bank notes. He knew now that his faint memories were not dreams
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