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“Every time language learners speak, they are not only exchanging information with their interlocutors; they are also constantly organizing and reorganizing a sense of who they are and how they relate to the social world. They are, in other words, engaged in identity construction and negotiation








Bonny Norton 

“In language learning, desire is first of all escape. English, that is associated with freedom and economic opportunity, can serve to rebel against the traditional hierarchies of family and society... but desire can also be the urge to survive and to cling to the familiar.... For some learning a language is nothing more than giving other labels to the familiar furniture of their universe. Their resistance to the language is at the measure of the threat it poses to their integrity as subjects. What drives them to learn the forms but retain their own accent and grammar is a deep desire to preserve what is theirs”. 



Claire Kramsch

“If the person we would like to become speaks an L2, the ‘ideal L2 self‘ is a powerful motivator to learn the L2 because of the desire to reduce the discrepancy between our actual and ideal selves” 









Zoltan Dörnyei

SOME TASKS

1 My Cultural Cards / Identity Box

What makes me who I am?

Design cards to represent your identity or cultural background/make-up

These could be intended for work purposes (business cards). How does the information, image, texture, uniqueness, font contribute to saying something about you? What does the card say? Do you think you prefer to stand out or fit in?

Alternatively, design an Identity Box (see David Gauntlett’s model) here:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=amWYt9TxbHE
2 Online/Idealized/Customized Identities

Analyze images that people place of themselves in social networking sites. What do the images say about them? What images have you posted of yourself on Facebook, Orkut, etc?

Consider roles adopted in Second Life and other virtual environments

3 What defines me…
Use this template to help students dig deeper into their background and identity:

I think of my identity in terms of …
I need to feel part of …
My life is centred a lot on…
What defines me most is….
I’m a product of…
I see myself as….
I like to think that I’m reflected in...

4 Cultural Misconceptions

Complete the following template for your particular nationality/cultural group:

Everyone thinks that...

But...

Apparently, we also...

Because...

When actually...

Yet you could say …

And I suppose it’s true that…

5 A Subjective Atlas

Reinvent your country’s / culture’s identity through images…

Redesign flags / bank notes / stamps / signs / maps / other cultural artefacts

Consider how culture/community/country is projected for visitors? (brochures etc.) 

Collect memorabilia to create own version of community and its inhabitants to share with others (e.g. popular culture: football club, rap music)

6 My Names

Ask learners to create an identity collage with images to express the different names they are given in particular contexts. 

7 My L2 Self

Can you imagine what your ‘ideal L2 self’ might be like?

Can you visualize that self in a successful situation or in one of failure? - ‘your feared self’ and your ‘ought-to’ self?

Does that self have a different name?
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